E27. Using crowding to determine whether an object is identified as a whole or by parts - Demos Each dotted circle is the isolation field corresponding to the same-colored fixation point. Find the farthest point that you can fixate and still identify the object. We found threshold at the ±. Identification succeeds at + and fails at -. By itself the 'A' is recognized holistically. Putting chaff inside the isolation field obscures the 'A'. The 'A' is recognized only if the isolation field excludes the chaff. The famous president is identifiable only when his nose and other facial features are isolated from each other. The complete house is identified only when its front is isolated. The front, by itself, is identified holistically. 
Isolating to recognize
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